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KenGen fell a further1.05% to close at 9.40 and
traded 155,400 shares.

Kengen has fallen 44.705% in 201 | and this is a 30
month closing low.
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Nile Basin
countries agree
to share hydro
electricity

BY RAMADHAN RAJAB

COUNTRIES in the Nile Basin
have agreed to enter into co-
operation to share the energy
resources within the region.
Nile Equatorial Lakes
Countries Technical Committee
meeting that ended in Nairobi
yesterday agreed that the
steering team will engage key
stakeholders in Uganda, DR
Congo, Kenya, Rwanda and
Uganda to enter into contracts

| | that will open up sharing of

electricity across the borders.
The participants who

comprised of senior Energy

ministry officials from the

five countries and thelr
national electricity companies’

executives and donors said the

project will be implemented

| through interconnection of

electricity across the borders.

The project, the part1c1pants
said will help avert the
perennial power outages that
have dogged the region for
decades and a cause for high
costs of operating business in
the region.

N
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Countries in the Nile Basin have agreed
to enter into co-operation to share the
energy resources within the region
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A plan to interconnect electricity grids
within the larger East African region is set
for completion in 2014.

The move will open up a platform for
trade in power within the region.

Date set for completion of EA power project

Grids of regional
countries will be
interconnected by 2014

By MACHARIA KAMAU

A plan to interconnect electricity
grids of countries within the larger
East African region is set for comple-
tion in 2014.

The move will open up a platform
for trade in power within the region.

Ameeting yesterday in Nairobi re-
ported completion of studies on the
design of transmission lines that were
undertaken by individual countries.

Construction works on the lines
is scheduled to commence next year
and completed in 2014,

The transmission line will connect
five countries on the Nile Equatorial
Lakes countries — Kenya, Uganda,
Rwanda, Burundi and DR Congo —
anditis an initiative of the Nile Basin
Initiative.

For Kenya, the line will start at
Lessos in North Rift and run to Toro-
10 in Ugandaand onward to Rwanda,
Burundi and DR Congo.

CONNECTION LINES

The line will also connect with
other existing and planned electricity
transmission infrastructure in Tanza-
nia and Ethiopia.

The project has been projected to
cost $363 million (Sh33 billion).

Fred Mwango, chairman Nile
Equatorial Transmission Advisory
Committee, said the power transmis-
sion lines would open up trade in

 electricity, with countries that are
“producing more being able to export

excess capacity to neighbouring
countries.
“Once constructed, the seven

BUSIUDRIISEE  JOM W ESSSR) | ROAY: oA

elect city grids interconnected and
will form the backbone for future
power trade. We expect that by 2015,
we will have a regional power inter-
connected grid," he said.

He spoke at a meeting to evaluate

Energy

progress of the project in Nairobi yes-
terday.

Energy PS Patrick Nyoike said the
transmission lines would enhance
supply power in the region and help
some of the countries bridge deficit

between their installed power gener-
ation capacity and demand.

“Lack of power is a common chal-
lenge in all our five countries. We
have numerous occurrences of load
shedding because existing supply

cannot satisfy demand,” he said.
“These power grid interconnec-
tions will provide links between oe
electricity transmission systems and
allow any two adjoining countries to
share energy resources,” he said.
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EDITORIAL & OPINION
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Better pay for
farmers vital
in ending the
sugar shortage

thatwill entrench the Glazer ‘media empire Mews Corp, where | experiment, solongasulesare | trust. Manchester United fves- HARRY MISIKO
fmilys control. Butwhileun- | shareholders have struggledto | clear,and investors protected. fora FARMING
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Increase investment in energy and airports infrastructure

Infrstrocture investment has
2 nock-oneffect ontheeconomy

edlitate tmde, generate emplay-

quality and premsturecane—thatshould be
saved for future use— toremsinafioat.
“This has resulted in low productivity and
aceordingto industry regulitor, KenyaSugsr
Baatd (KSB), theannus] output iexpectedto

costof

tolkatlonger, reducingcompeti-

‘ports and sirports. The pott of
‘Mombas

drop 10400, 000 metricto nnesfrom last years
theanma]

demand of over BOO, 000 mettic tonnes,

So far, a myriadof theories have beenad-
vanoed to explain the possible cause of the
acute cane shortape bedevilling the sugsr
sactor. Some millers, for instance, have been

ered 1o bea constraint toeconom-
icgrowthin the region.
Oilinfrstructre hass great
staks in the econommic growth.
‘Therafore high ofl pricas haves

for “invading theit territaries’as others ety
foul over‘rampant cane paaching’

Struggle
ESBon the otherhand attributes the shortage
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tivitiesin the region.
‘sinee 2005, road eonstrue-

and energy sectors. Ttidentified
areas of investment Hke Toeds,

onprodutivityand growth. s
nota surprise then thatthe high

ERICKKZITO
MNairobi

frmen still holds theshortend ofthestick &5
pertains benefits.
Itisdisheartaring that none of the millers

When will Kenyans learn not to siphon fuel from overturned oil tankers?

Tate st which Eenyans
arodying whiletrying i
siphon petrol is worry-

ing &nd should be dealt with
immediately.
‘Raportsthat four people lost

Killed more than 100 peaple is

shocking. Keryans must ke
precantionary messures espe-
cially avoiding petrcl tankers
that have overturned.

Moreover, stiff measures
should be put in place to deal
with anyone canght siphon-
ing petrol. The public should
changs th

fraq things.
MACDCHALD OGAMBI
Wairohi

whan will Kenpans aver learn

aboutdsnger ofgoing loss tosn
overturned petrol ta nker. Weare

towards

the sinsitmgedyyetsomevilg-
ers in Busia died while siphon-
ing fuel from an overturned
tankerafieritcanght fire.

It is Dot poverty that s driv-
ing peaple to do this. This is
sheer ignorncs snd lust for
free thi
SOLOMOMN NDERITU Hakura

per
Euct thatthe costofcane Brminghas been in-
crea sing exponentially over the years, Mostpri-
vate millers have left thealresdy impaverished
furmers tostru ggle with slyrocketing cost of
seed cane, pesticides, fertilizer andlabour only
totake their cane at throw-away prices.

1t heatslogictoimrest your money pa instak-
ingly for overa yest only o reslise the same
amount or even less in some cases while in-
flstion tates incresse. Sugat millers continue
‘to reap the benefits of farmers’ swest ssthe
Iatteroontinue to Trve i stject poverty. Mill-
ers should reslise the pivatal role pleyed by
furmers in thesugsrseetar,
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Increase investment in energy and airports infrastructure
Among the key sectors in a country’s economic

growth plan is infrastructure. Therefore, investment in
infrastructure such as roads, energy and airports should be
increased. Infrastructure investment has a knock-on effect on the
economy as it helps to reduce poverty ,facilitate trade, generate
employment and increase activity in the construction sector.
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