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Explore sun to meet energy needs, Africa 
experts say 
 
Much of Africa is energy poor, and the 
answer lies in the sun.  An energy 
conference in Nairobi heard experts says 
that 600 million people in Africa without 
power could find their energy shortage 
solved with current solar energy technology. 
Mr. Gerhard Knies, Project manager for 
Trans-Mediterranean Renewable energy 
Cooperation (TREC) said that the best place 
to receive solar radiation is the desert, 
which Africa has plenty of 
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Plan to build gas storage plants 
 
Energy PS Patrick Nyoike said that two 
liquefied petroleum gas handling and 
storage facilities are to be built in Mombasa. 
He was speaking on Monday at the Launch 
of the Kenya Energy Sector Environmental 
Programme (KEEP). The PS said that the 
KEEP Programme would also facilitate 
production of electric power distribution 
poles by farmers.  The demand for power 
distribution is expected to rise rapidly due 
to the Government’s commitment to 
connect atleast one million households to 
the national grid. 
 
Power bill payments to go electronic 
 
Businesses will soon settle their bills 
directly to the utility company’s accounts 
 



Electricity consumers will soon pay power 
bills electronically.  KPLC’s Chief Executive 
Officer Don Priestman said that the fund 
transfer system would shortly be in place 
for enterprises and other customers to remit 
payments to the company’s bank accounts. 
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Plan to get power from Ethiopia 
 
The Government plans to import 900MW of 
hydropower from Ethiopia.  Assistant 
Minister for Energy Mohamud Mohamed 
told Parliament that the current committed 
projects up to 2012 includes 355MW of 
additional renewable capacity.  Member for 
Rarieda Mr. Nicholas Gumbo sought to 
know whether renewable energy was 
factored in the latest power systems master 
plan. 

 


